SAN Agriculture Workgroup Meeting
Virtual Meeting Agenda
February 19th, 2025
10:00 - 11:30 am
Online: Meeting ID: 227 516 407 464
Join Teams Meeting Passcode: 9hD9wy7Q

Meeting Objectives:
% Discuss agricultural conservation/restoration projects as they relate to the 2025
work plan
% Updates on Projects and Programs
% Review next steps and action items

1. Welcome & Introductions (10:00-10:10) - All
e Marguerite DiGiorgio
e Kim Cherry-Borough Sinking Springs
e Joshua Hanna-Berks County conservation district
e Kimberly Fies
¢ Brooke Rosenbaum- Rosetree Consulting firm
e Ross- Looking for projects for scouts
e David Osgood- Berks County Conservation District
e Nicholas Ramsey- NRCS
e Larry Lloyd- Berks Nature

2. SAN Updates (10:10-10:30) — Marguerite & All
a. SAN Project Wish List — please email Marguerite with details on priority projects
for SAN
i.  Partnering organizations will be reaching out to SAN for letters of support

b. 2025 Work Plan
Group Discussion - Action 1d: Restore and protect natural habitats on
farm properties
1. What have you been working on recently that touches this
component of the work plan?
a. Berks County department of Ag has been reaching out to
farmers
i.  All riparian projects in Berks County need to be
discussed with Berks County Department of
Agriculture to make sure that easements are not
being impeded

3. Partner Updates — Grants, funding programs, projects (10:10 — 11:10) - All

a. Berks Country Conservation District- Conservation Easements


https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YzE4ZTU2ZTEtNzI5NS00ZTAzLWFiNzEtOWUxOWNkOTEyN2Y5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%224ff39d57-e4ea-4a92-90fb-814d5a0ff2a4%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2280f54566-4d5f-439d-a27f-7a868bbdc149%22%7d
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1JU_aemqyVBLAGKdpPncI7EPHYydmZ1kPOKHvGDuibZw/edit?usp=sharing

i. 9 more farms brought into the program
ii. 1farm wentto settlement

b. USDA NRCS Program Updates
i.  Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP)
1. Reviewing applications
ii.  National Water Quality Initiative (NWQI)
1. Reviewing applications
iii.  Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)
1. Reviewing applications
iv.  Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)
1. Reviewing applications
v.  Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP)
1. Applications open in April
vi.  Cover Crop Funds
1. 16 cover crop contracts
2. Up to 25 people currently in the program
vii.  Emergency Watershed Program (EWP)
1. Finished construction on the last of the five projects
c. ACAP
i.  Overall, 5 million dollars to 32 different projects
ii. 1.8 million has been spent on BMPs so far
iii. 1.4 million set aside for 2025
iv.  Applications will be open in April
d. National Fish & Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) — BCCD & All
i. Delaware Watershed Conservation Fund (DWCF) — basin-wide
1. BerksCCD Cold Run Habitat Restoration and Agricultural BMP (&
SRRF)
a. Construction is complete as of 2024
b. Last piece was the seeding of a pollinator meadow and
plumbing for livestock water line
c. Waiting to hear back on an extension from the grant
2. Grube Farm
a. Final report submitted
b. Work completed
c. Awaiting comments on the final report
d. Possible place for a future fieldtrip
3. District received funding for a forestry pilot program
a. Funding has been frozen at this time
b. Designed to pay for outreach to privately owned forested
areas
i.  Developing a of model for prioritization
ii.  Focused on Schuylkill Highlands and Kittatinny
Ridge



4. Berks Nature has not been paid by NFWF for work done in 2022-
23
a. Hundreds of thousands of dollars still owed
b. BMPs constructed and final reports submitted

e. Schuylkill River Restoration Fund
i.  Berks Nature
1. 2024
a. Masemore
i.  Pre-construction just started
b. Bitler
i.  Resolved with the closure of the manure storage
2. 2025
a. NRCS- Wilitz Project
I.  Repairing 2023 stream blowout with stream
restoration and riparian buffer
ii. BerksCCD
1. Weinsteiger
a. Beef operation
b. ACAP funding and SRRF to fund roof heavy manure
storage
c. Seeking outside assistance for design
d. Working through township permitting
e. Out for bid by this spring
iii.  PVTU
1. Longacre Farm
a. Stream restoration
b. In stream habitat features
c. Tree planting coming up in early spring
iv.  Poquessing Creek- SRRF
1. Lutz Stables
2. Church property
3. Designs in hand
a. Will be shovel ready by late spring
v. LCCD
1. Lynnacres —
a. Heavy Use Area and Manure storage are complete.
b. Waiting for the installation of a vegetated buffer and
fencing
2. Last Chance Angus-
a. Waiting for work to begin on a stream crossing and
fencing.
b. Anticipate these items will be completed by Spring
c. All other deliverables are complete or are in progress



f.

g.

Growing Greener Projects - BCCD
i.  Riparian Buffer Implementation in Berks Co
1. Final reportis completed
2. Across 4 watersheds
3. 22.2 acres of riparian buffers
4. Estimated annual reduction 995 tons per year of sediment 11,600
pounds of phosphorus reduced
ii.  Cacoosing Floodplain Assessment
1. 2/3 of the way through
2. Craig Lutz family
a. Instream and riparian buffer
3. Williow Glen Park
a. Apple dumpling festival
b. Artificially armored stream beds
c. Preliminary plans in place

Urban Ag Programs - BCCD & All
i.  Gearing up for demonstration garden on Front Street in Reading
ii. Berks Nature Partners with Cafe Esperanza
iii.  Berks Nature has been running veggie gardens since 2004
iv.  Reading Environmental Council has urban ag is on their radar

4. Education & Outreach Project Updates — Workshops, events (11:10-11:20) — All

a.
b.

c.
d.
e.

Congrats to Berks Nature for adding 102 Acres!
Bushong's Dam removal

i.  Summer 2025
Aq literacy week- Berks County Department of Agriculture
Mount Penn Reserve- Has upcoming urban forestry initiatives
BCCD Trout in the classroom soon releasing dates

5. Other (11:10 - 11:20) - All

a.

News and Events
i. Penn State Extension Ag Water Webinar Series: Feb. 24 PFAS 'Forever
Chemicals' 101 For Farmers
ii. Use CHEMSWEEP To Dispose Of Unwanted Pesticides On Your Farm
Until March 31
iii. Pennsylvania preserves 70 acres of Berks County farmland for future

generations

6. Wrap Up & Next Meeting Dates (11:20 - 11:30)

a.

Next Meeting Dates
i. Q2 Meeting?- Possibly Riener Miller and Grube Farm
ii.  Wednesday, July 10th 10:30. Hybrid meeting at Berks County Ag Center
followed by visit to Berks County Fair (Q3)


https://www.berksag.org/national-ag-week-events.html
https://web.cvent.com/event/659fc793-bf98-4f89-a4e9-e11fc9b68aab/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/659fc793-bf98-4f89-a4e9-e11fc9b68aab/summary
https://tinyurl.com/yk6p93b6
https://tinyurl.com/yk6p93b6
https://berksweekly.com/news/agriculture/pennsylvania-preserves-70-acres-of-berks-county-farmland-for-future-generations/
https://berksweekly.com/news/agriculture/pennsylvania-preserves-70-acres-of-berks-county-farmland-for-future-generations/

